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Abstract: Digital Literacy Workshop
Digital literacy is the ability to,
· understand and use information in multiple formats from a wide range of sources when presented via computers (Gilster, 1997). 
· understand how information is generated, communicated, retrieved, organised, evaluated and presented (Towndrow & Vallance, 2004). 
Teachers and students need to make informed judgements about content, learn how to assemble knowledge, develop research skills and effective communication skills – for sharing, cooperation and collaboration. 
The workshop aims to answer one question: What kinds of activities can promote digital literacy?
Participants will be expected to bring their own definition of digital literacy to the workshop.
Biography: Michael Vallance has taught EFL/ESL and teacher training courses in Italy, Japan, Malaysia and Singapore. He has a combined Masters in CALL & TESOL and is the co-author of Using IT in the Language Classroom: a guide for teachers and students in Asia (published by Longman). His Website is http://homepage.mac.com/mvallance <http://homepage.mac.com/mvallance> 
Abstract: Can Learner Autonomy be Taught?
No teacher wants his or her students to be dependent. And our students want and need autonomy for their study, for their careers and for their lives. But what is learner autonomy? From whose perspective do we want to define it? Can we teach it? How? This talk will start with some of these issues and then go on to give some practical suggestions for promoting autonomy in the classroom. There will be three main ideas of how to promote autonomy:
· Create a classroom environment
· Promote choice
· Use groups as a transition from whole class to individual
Each of these ideas will be discussed and then practical suggestions given of how we can implement ideas in the classroom through talk, activities and assessment. Activities that have proven successful will be demonstrated and shared.
Biography: Phyllis Wachob has an EdD from Sydney University in TESOL. Before joining Nanyang Business School as an Assistant Professor, Phyllis worked in China, Australia, Taiwan, Japan, and the US teaching English. Her recent research and publications focus on cross-cultural communication in the classroom, preparing students to be autonomous learners, and motivation through materials selection.
\All are welcome
