In This Issue

e 215 Anniversary

Celebration Lecture &

Workshop

STETS Anniversary
Celebration Dinner

New URL for STETS
Website

New STETS Brochure

Reports on Past
Events

July 2003
August 2003
September 2003
October 2003

Forthcoming Events
Call for Papers
STETS Membership

Call for Speakers

Contact Us

Website:
www,stets.org.sg

E-mail:
secretary@stets.org.sg

Address:

Singapore Tertiary English
Teachers Society

¢/o Centre for English
Language Communication
National University of
Singapore

10 Kent Ridge Crescent
Singapore 119260

Fax: 6777-9152

Tel: 6874-3865

Singapore Tertiary English Teachers Society

STETS News

2003/2004 Issue 2

STETS 21°* Anniversary Celebration Lecture and
Workshop

“Performance-based Approaches to Curriculum
and Assessment”

Thursday: 27 November 2003

6.30pm, Refreshments at 6pm

Regional Language Centre, Paterson Room (Room 602)

“Developing Materials for ELT: An Analytical

Approach”
Friday: November 2003, 9am-5pm
Saturday: 29 November 2003, 9am-1pm

Dr. David Nunan Singapore Polytechnic Graduates’ Guild

Public Lecture Abstract

In his evening public lecture on the day before the workshop, David will talk about
one of his current special interests in language teaching, Performance-based
approaches to curriculum and assessment. Performance-based approaches to
language curricula have become increasingly popular in recent years. The standards
movement in North America, the Common European Framework in Europe, and
competency-based education in Australia are all examples of such approaches. This
lecture looks at some of the challenges and options for directly assessing learner
outcomes in such curricula including the use of records of achievement, observation,
and learner portfolios.

Workshop Abstract

For the one and a half day workshop, David will be bringing together his academic
and writing experience in a workshop on Developing Materials. Workshop
participants will explore principles for designing materials; while these can be
applied to the design and evaluation of materials for a wide range of learners, at any
level, the practical activities in the workshop will mainly focus on materials for an
upper intermediate level of proficiency.

About David Nunan

David Nunan is director and chair of applied linguistics at the University of Hong
Kong, Dean of Education at Newport Asia Pacific University and Senior Academic
Advisor to Global English. He was the 1999-2000 president of International TESOL.

Dr. Nunan has published over 100 books and articles in the areas of curriculum and
materials development, classroom-based research, and discourse analysis.

His recent publications include Second Language Teaching and Learning (Heinle),
Voices from the Language Classroom and The Cambridge Guide to TESOL (Cambridge
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University Press), as well as the Atlas, Expressions, Listen In, and Go for it! series of
textbooks.

David Nunan earned his Ph.D. in applied linguistics from Flinders University in
Australia. His research interests include learner autonomy, task-based language
teaching and classroom oriented research

For More Details
For details on the Workshop Programme, Registration. ... go to
http://courses.nus.edu.sg/course/elclimhl/notes/stets/index3.htm

STETS 21°* Anniversary Celebration Dinner
Special Guest - Dr. David Nunan
Free Admission to all STETS members !

The Singapore Recreation Club at night

Since the STETS was unable to hold the annual dinner which usually follows the AGM
due to the SARS scare in April 2003, the Ex-Co decided to organize a year-end grand
bash at SRC to celebrate our society’s 21°' anniversary. This year’s Celebration
Dinner will be held on the last day of the STETS Annual Workshop which is why our
special guest for the dinner will be Dr. David Nunan.

Details of the STETS 21°* Anniversary Celebration Dinner:

Date: 29 November 2003, Saturday

Time: 6.30pm-10.30pm

Venue: Singapore Recreation Club (SRC), Boardroom & Beer Garden. The SRC is
located at B Connaught Drive, Singapore 179682. Guests are advised to use public
transport to SRC as no free parking is available to non-SRC members. Details on
transport are available at http://www.src.org.sg/location.htm

Dress Code: Smart Casual or Ethnic

Admission by Card: Free admission to all STETS members. Please produce your
STETS membership card for admission to the event. If you have lost your card, you
can contact Membership Secretary (Radhika) elcrr@nus.edu.sg for a replacement.

Please RSVP Shila Fernandez shilaf@nie.edu.sg by 21 November 2003.
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New URL for STETS Website

You can now access the STETS website at www.stets.org.sg . The Editorial Board is
planning to make available electronic copies of past issues of the Language &
Communication Review journal for access by all STETS members - so look out for it!
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New STETS Brochure

From July 2003 to October 2003, we noticed that an
increasing number of participants who attended our
events were from STC-Singapore and many others were
from companies in the private sector. We were pleased
to see that our events have gained the interest of non-
STETS members.

_ e This seemed to be an ideal situation to promote STETS
Singapore Tertiary membership to these participants. In addition, many
changes had taken place in STETS such as its new
affiliations with other professional groups and its
Sociely growing number of institutions where there are STETS
representatives/members. Therefore, the STETS Ex-Co
decided to produce a new batch of brochures with
updated information on STETS.

English Tewxchers

You can obtain these brochures from your institutional
representations or the Membership Secretary (Radhika
Jaidav) for distribution to potential members in your
institutions.




Report on Past STETS Events

26 July 2003 - Joint STETS/STC Talks

The first Joint STETS/STC Talks was held on 26 July
2003 at the National University of Singapore. Over 40

participants attended this talk which covered the
Y, following three sessions:

SOCIETY FOR » Technical Communication: Profession, Prospects and
TECHNICAL Pay

COMMUMNICATION = Getting into Instructional Design
= Prospects for eLearning in Singapore

In the first session, Technical Communication: Profession,
Prospects and Pay, Ms Tan Joo Khim (the former president
of STC-Singapore Chapter) introduced the increasingly
popular field of Technical Communication and the pay
prospects of Technical Communicators in Australia, USA
and Singapore.

She explained that Technical Communicators need to
have multi-disciplinary skills and knowledge as they 4 |
produce products such as instructional manuals, : :
reference books, technical marketing literature and ___L- "_
computer interfaces. -

Speaker, Ms Tan Joo Khim

The second session, Getting into Instructional Design, is a STC phone seminar
conducted by Constance Bille, a technical communicator from USA. For some
participants this was probably their first experience of a phone seminar where
they listened to a pre-recorded talk with phone-in Q&A sessions from listeners.
The seminar covered the skills and competencies required of a person who is
thinking about being an Instructional Designer and the educational/career options
available to instructional designers.

The final session, Prospects for elearning in
Singapore, was conducted by Mr. Lim Kin Chew
!&i - who is the Head of the elLearning Competency
L= - Centre. This energetic and entertaining speaker
A 3 explained the strategic importance of elearning to
d Singapore and highlighted the many incentives
such as government sponsored assistance schemes
for employers and employees to upgrade their IT
: literacy levels.
_hhd Reported by Lim Hwee Ling
Hon Secretary, STETS
Speaker, Mr. Lim Kin Chew




23 August 2003 - E-tutor and Employability Skills at ITE

Twenty  visitors from the
Singapore Tertiary English
Teachers Society (STETS) visited
ITE East (Tampines) on 23 August
¥ 03 to attend the first of their IT
I in Education Seminar Series.

This Learning Seminar on “e-
Tutor and Employability Skills”
was organised by staff from the

Participants at ITE East (Tampines)

Academic Studies Section at ITE East (Tampines). The presentations started
promptly at 10 am with Ms Tang Buay Choo, a Team Leader from the Instructional
Design Team at ITE (HQ) giving an overview of the e-Tutor platform and the use
of learning objects in ITE's e-Tutor system.

—_—

e
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Participants listening to an overview of the e-Tutor platform

The second presentation was by Ms Dorothy Chew, Course Manager of Academic
Studies (E) who spoke on Employability Skills (ES). The ES curriculum was
introduced in July 2000 to augment technical training with essential workplace
soft skills for all full-time and traineeship programmes. The original curriculum
has since then, been revised and at present, the modules offered in Employability
Skills comprise Communication Skills, Personal & Interpersonal Effectiveness,
Career Planning and Entrepreneurship Skills, Customer Service, Thinking Skills and
IT. Coursewares on topics such as Presentation Skills, Interview Skills and
Entrepreneurship have been developed for the E-tutor platform. This
presentation, like the others, was peppered by comments and suggestions from
an appreciative audience.
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Wrapping up the first part of the visit was the
presentation by two lecturers from Academic
Studies in ITE East (Tampines), Mr Rahim
Kassim and Ms Lena Koh. Participants were
"invited" to trial the courseware on the topic
of Social Etiquette courseware was developed
by Mr Rahim Kassim. STETS members from
the other Institutions of Higher Learning,
could appreciate the need and creative ways,
whereby National Education issues were
incorporated into the online sub-topic on
‘Weddings and Funerals'.

ITE Presenters

An unexpected bonus for the
visitors was a short tour of
the  Digital Visualisation
Centre (DVC). Mr Chow Siew
Hoong, a lecturer from the
Information Technology
Section at ITE East
(Tampines), briefed the
visitors on the scope of
activities that could be
conducted at the Centre and
IT students presented their
projects housed at the DVC.

Participants at the Digital Visualisation Centre (DVC)

The last presentation was a demonstration on one of the latest ES courseware
developed for the E-tutor platform. Ms Leong Chee Chai who developed the
courseware, presented her work on the topics of Entrepreneurship and Interview
Skills for the ES Module of Career Planning and Entrepreneurship Skills. The visit
ended with a hands-on session for participants who were interested in
experiencing the courseware for themselves.

Reported by Grace Kwan
STETS Representative (Institute of Technical Education)

20 September 2003 - "Mind Our Language” conducted by Paul Tolton

English is a countable noun -
there isn't one 'standard English’
but a collection of ‘Englishes’
around the world, including
Singlish, and each variety of
English helps define the identity
of its community.

That was the message from Paul
Tolton, assistant director of the
British Council's Professional
Development Centre, whose
entertaining talk, Mind Our
Language, ranged from Samuel

Speaker, Paul Tolton




Johnson to Homer Simpson, circumnavigating the world from African American
ebonics to Singapore’s 'talking cock.’

The talk, held at the PDC in Cecil Street on 20 September, was attended by 42
STETS members, academics, trainers, teachers and business people. Accompanied
by a series of humorous slides and asides, Paul's presentation proved to be both
an eclectic celebration of the diversity of language and a stimulating launch pad
for a further hour of questions, comments and discussion among the participants.

Taking a broadly historical approach, Paul raised a number of familiar issues,
including the early development of English as an invaders' language in the British
Isles, to its global spread in tandem with UK colonialism and later the rising
power of the United States. What exactly is standard English? - a pertinent
question, he said, when only a small percentage of Brits actually speak it.

Paul also sketched the development of
Singlish in Singapore from the arrival of
Raffles to the complex present-day
pattern of constantly switching codes,
languages and dialects that we see around
us.

As for the future of so-called standard
English, he suggested that some less
commonly used features such as 'may’ and
'ought to' are likely to disappear.

Paul Tolton and participants

After the talk, some of the points raised included: the need for different levels of
Singlish and Standard Singapore English to be clearly defined; for Singaporeans to
be able to speak internationally intelligible English; and for Singapore teachers to
make explicit to their students when they as teachers are using local varieties of
the language.

Reported by David Kemp
STETS Representative (British Council)

11 October 2003- “The WWW.Con of e-Lecturing” conducted by Anil Pathak and
Sujata Kathpalia

The rain and cold on the morning of October 11 (Saturday) did not dampen the
enthusiasm of participants at this Stets event hosted at Nanyang Technological
University, where the presenters are currently teaching.

Anil Pathak and Sujata Kathpalia Questions from the audience




About 40 people turned up to listen to Anil Pathak and Sujata Kathpalia talk on
“The WWW.Con of e-Lecturing”. Well attended by representatives from ITE and
the various polytechnics and universities, and by members of STC-Singapore, the
event drew experts from the fields of linguistics, language teaching, instructional
design and technical communication.

Participants found the talk enjoyable and stimulating. The talk was divided into 2
parts. The first, by Anil, introduced a study on teachers’ and students’
perceptions of what matters in an e-Lecture. It was found that while teachers
were concerned with such issues as time, the sense of permanence and the
absence of an intended audience, students were concerned about other things,
namely, access, interaction and voice.

The second part of the talk, given by Sujata, looked at another study on the
discourse strategies used by an e-lecturer to promote interaction. The three types
of involvement strategies highlighted were interactive strategies, information-
management strategies and classroom management strategies. The one-and-a-
half hour session ended with an engaging question-and-answer segment.

Participants were keen on a
possible follow-up to the talk,
specifically, a workshop on
discourse  strategies of e-
Lectures.

Lastly, we thank Anil and Sujata
for for sharing their research
findings with us. Thanks, too, to
Phyllis Wachob for the photos.

Reported by Lee Hwee Hoon
STETS Representative (Nanyang
Technological University)

Participants at NTU

Forthcoming Events

Mark these dates in your diary! Your STETS representative will send you more details
once the arrangements for the events are finalized.

Date Event
27-29 November STETS 21** Anniversary Celebration Public Lecture and
2003 Workshop conducted by Dr. David Nunan.

* Anniversary Public Lecture
“Performance-based Approaches to Curriculum &
Assessment”

27 November 2003, Evening, RELC.

* Anniversary Workshop

“Developing Materials”

28-29 November 2003, Singapore Polytechnic Graduates’
Guild.

I —
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29 November 2003 STETS 21** Anniversary Celebration Dinner
Singapore Recreation Club, Beer Garden & Boardroom
6.30-10.30pm
Free admission to all STETS members
RSVP Shila Fernandez shilaf@nie.edu.sg by 21 November

2003.
January 2004 Presentation by Lawrence Zhang from NIE on his paper
Venue/Time: to be presented at the IATEFL November 2003 conference.
confirmed.
February 2004 Presentation by RELC.
Venue/Time: to be
confirmed
March 2004 “Learning/Teaching Effectiveness from an Organizational
Venue/Time: to be Behaviour Perspective” - presented by Joo Seng from NTU.
confirmed
April 2004 STETS AGM.

Call for Papers

The STETS Language & Communication Review invites the submission of unpublished
articles concerning aspects of the teaching and learning of English proficiency and
communication skills in tertiary institutions in Singapore and Southeast Asia.

Specifically, articles may discuss the following issues related to teaching and
learning of English in tertiary education:

syllabus and curriculum design

testing and evaluation

teacher training, pedagogy

classroom practices

computer-assisted language learning or other issues

We also welcome submissions of the following:

e reports of original research

e bibliographic essays

e book reviews

o reviews of workshops (STETS-sponsored or otherwise)

Submission guidelines:

e Length - between 1500 and 6000 words.

e Abstract to be included with your submission.

e A 50-word author biography to be included with your submission.
e Your contact details to be included with your submission.

Articles will be submitted to a blind review by at least two of our Editorial Board
members and / or subject reviewers. The Editor reserves the right to edit articles
for format consistency when this does not alter the substance.
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For more details, please refer to the Contributor’s Guidelines which is available
from your STETS representative or at the STETS website www.stets.org.sg

We encourage you to e-mail your articles. However, if you mail your article, please
include a soft copy on floppy disk.

Please send your submissions to

Chief Editor, Language and Communication Review
c/o Centre for English Language Communication
National University of Singapore

10 Kent Ridge Crescent

Singapore 119260

E-mail: rohini raja@yahoo.com.sg

STETS Membership

The annual subscription fee is $$10.00 which is renewable either at the end of June
or December. STETS is a non-profit organization and does not charge GST for its
membership and event registration fees.

Two types of membership are available:

Ordinary Membership: for full-time academic staff in tertiary institutions in
Singapore.

Associate Membership: for anyone interested both in and outside Singapore.

Just complete the Membership Application Form which is available from your STETS
representative or download a copy from www.stets.org.sg and send it to us. As a
member, you can enjoy the following perks:

opportunities to present your papers at IATEFL conferences

10% discount at Pansing RELC

free copies of the L&C Review

invitations to professional talks

reduced workshop fees

AGM lunches

establishment of professional ties with all tertiary institutions in Singapore
and associate members from other institutions and professional societies

Call for Speakers

We would like to ask all our readers to contribute suggestions for possible speakers
and/or topics for events. The presenters could be locally-based or from overseas.

If you or someone you know, are willing to give a talk or workshop that would
benefit STETS members, please contact Richard at slessor@tp.edu.sg. If you would
like to publicize in our Newsletter, your research or your institute’s events, that
would be interesting to our members, contact secretary@stets.org.sg
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